
© 2013 AAMT Inc., except where indicated otherwise. This document may be used, reproduced and adapted free of charge 
for non-commercial educational purposes provided all acknowledgements associated with the material are retained. 
National Mathematics Day is an activity promoted by The Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers (AAMT) Inc. 

 

 

 

Weather, food and culture:  
Teacher notes 

 

What do you know about the weather, food and culture of 
different cities across the world? 
Show the class a world map and ask students what they know about the weather, food 
and culture across the world. Students can draw their responses from personal 
experience, holiday memories, family discussions etc. 

How much hotter will it be in Bangkok tomorrow compared to your local area? How 
much cooler will it be in Alaska compared to your local area? What temperature 
difference will there be between your local area and Bangkok? What temperature 
difference will there be between your local area and Alaska? What would you need to 
wear in London tomorrow? 

Use online resources to show the class the forecasts for weather across the world. Ask 
students to make predictions about what children in each city would need to wear, eat 
and do based on the weather forecast for the next day. 

What type of activities do you like that are similar to the 
activities children in Malawi enjoy?  
Provide a photo of your class eating morning tea/recess the previous day and compare 
it to the photo of children in Malawi lining up for morning tea after school. 

 



Using online resources, you could share more information about the weather, food and 
culture of Malawi. (It is important that you choose facts and information that are 
relevant to your class.) Here is a good description of the main meal in Malawi: 
www.our-africa.org/malawi/our-staple-diet. 

Model how to use a Venn diagram. Students could then work in pairs, or as individuals, 
to create their own Venn diagrams comparing the weather, food and culture of Malawi 
to their own local area. 

To complete the activity, the students could write a brief reflection starting with “If I 
went to Malawi tomorrow, I would…” 

You might want to read the picture book The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind which tells 
the true story of William Kamkwamba, a 14 year-old boy from Malawi, who made a 
windmill to produce power for his village. There is also a video of William speaking at a 
TED talk: 
www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_how_i_harnessed_the_wind.html 

 


