An open letter from the President to mathematics educators in Tasmania
The Mathematical Association of Tasmania (MAT) is rightly seen as a key player in delivering support to schools and teachers along this challenging and steep learning curve. In the immediate future the provision of professional learning which is relevant and timely will be a priority for the Association. At the same time MAT is committed to maintaining those programs and events which are so much a part of the calendar in schools, including the state mathematics relay, the schools mathematics competition and the examination for the M L Urquhart awards. None of this program can occur by magic and MAT is seeking fresh input from the mathematics community in providing ongoing leadership and commitment.

The next few years are critical for mathematics education in Australia as we implement the new Australian curriculum for mathematics. The curriculum itself is not yet finalised and every individual interested in the nature of mathematics learning is encouraged to engage with the ongoing feedback process. The Commonwealth has made it clear that issues associated with implementation are a matter for state and territory jurisdictions, and that we should not look to Canberra for assistance.

At the forthcoming AGM for the Association a number of key positions fall vacant.  Retiring officers, including myself, have held these positions over a number of years and are not standing for re-election. The president’s position as spokesperson for the Association will be of critical importance as we respond to issues raised through the challenges of the new curriculum. An active and enthusiastic committee is essential for MAT to deliver what Tasmanian teachers expect from their Association. If these positions are not filled it will not be possible for MAT to meet these expectations. I urge all those with commitment to the mathematics learning of current and future students to nominate for the MAT executive and ensure the continuing health of the Association.
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